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various harbours. She was bold in the right
direction. The old idea had been to wait till one
was attacked, and this was the plan her conser-
vative advisers favoured. Elizabeth was converted
to a new policy: attack was the best form of
defence. Two months after the execution of Mary
Stuart, Drake was sent with instructions to try to
destroy the Spanish ships.
He reached Cadiz and found the harbour
crowded with galleons. He sailed in and met the
war-galleys posted at the entrance as guards.
These were real fighting ships, and supposed to
be invincible in calm waters, but they could
fire only straight ahead. Drake sailed round them
and destroyed them by his broadsides. He went
on to the inner harbour, and sank or burnt all
the vessels there. Then he took the town of St.
Vincent, threw its guns into the sea, and sank
forty-seven ships laden with stores. Sailing up
and down the coast he destroyed over a hundred
more and, as a parting shot when at last he left
the ravaged coast, he crossed to the Azores and
there captured the great San Filippe, the largest
merchantman afloat, laden with bullion worth
over a million pounds.
The Pope, who* evidently enjoyed making
epigrams at Spain's expense, said, " Elizabeth's
distaff is sharper than Bang Philip's sword. . . .
Just look at Drake! We are sorry to say it, but we
have a poor opinion of this Spanish Armada and
disaster "